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was to leave Tilsit that day, but was going on a round of visits to Konigsberg, Marienwerder, and Silesia, so that I should have several days' start of him. I crossed Prussia afresh., revisited several of our battle-fields, reached Berlin, and got to Dresden two days before the' Emperor. The Saxon court knew already that peace had been made and its elector raised to the rank of king, with the possession of the grand duchy of Warsaw, but I was the first to bring tidings of the approaching visit of the Emperor to Dresden on his way to Paris.
You may imagine the effect of this. The court, the town, the army were in a turmoil of preparation. A magnificent reception was due to the great Emperor, who, after having so generously set free the Saxon troops captured at Jena, was heaping benefits on their sovereign. I was most warmly received, I was lodged in the palace in delightful rooms and sumptuously attended. The king's aide-de-camp showed me everything noticeable in the palace and the town. When the Emperor arrived, according to the practice with which I was by this time familiar, I at once handed the portfolios to M. de Meneval, and asked for the Emperor's orders. These suited me admirably, for I was directed to take fresh portfolios to Paris, and the Emperor confided to me a letter which I was personally to hand to the Empress Josephine. Duroc let me have 8,000 francs for posting expenses from Tilsit to Dresden and from Dresden to Paris. I went off in high spirits. I had just been through three fine campaigns, in the course of which I had risen to the rank of captain and earned the Emperor's notice; we were about to enjoy the delights of peace, which would allow me to remain a long time with my mother, my health was quite restored, I had more money than I ever had in my life, everything invited me to be cheerful, and very cheerful I was.
So I came to Frankfort. A lieutenant-colonel of the
imperial guard named M. de L------ was in command there.
The Emperor had given me a letter for this officer containing, I think, a request for some private information, for M. de L------was in close communication with M. Savary, the head
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